
SPECS, SPECS, SPECS
CEAM Specifications – Just Spec-Tacular



• Provides base utility construction specification for sanitary sewer, 
watermain, and storm sewer.

• Supplements MNDOT Specifications

• Project specific special provisions to enhance CEAM

• CEAM specification is non-proprietary

• Specific Products defined by Special Provision

• CEAM revisions in 2013, 2018, 2023 and 2025.

• Current and past editions are on the website

• https://www.ceam.org/resources

Premise of CEAM 
Specifications: 



• 2025 Edition:  Excavation and Watermains

• 2600.3C2 – HDD tolerance changed to 2% of plan depth

• 2611.1 – Reference to AWWA M23 PVC Pipe Design 
Manual

• 2611.2A1(2) – Zinc coating for DIP fittings

• 2611.2A1(4) – Stainless Steel nuts/bolts 

• 2611.2A2 and 2611.2A3 – Redefined pipe material & 
minimum pressure class (200 psi) & material cell 
classifications

• 2611.3B2b – Fusion joints for PVC

Specification: 
Highlights
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Specification: 
Highlights
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• 2621 Sanitary Sewer and Storm Sewer Installation

• 2621.2A1 – VCP remains in this edition

• 2621.2A2(2) – Zinc coating for DIP fittings

• 2621.2A3(4-5) – RCP quality statements added

• 2621.2A6 and A7 – CI Soil pipe & ABS pipe removed

• 2631-CIPPS Sewer Pipe Rehabilitation - Cured In Place 
Pipe Systems

• 2641 – Pipeline Rehabilitation - Pipe Bursting Method
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Specification: 
Highlights
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• Testing updates since 2013:

• Watermains:

• Changed use of 350 Amp current test to location test over 
1200 feet to reduce risk of shock, fire, utility damage

• Pressure test has 2 psi maximum drop in last hour of 2-hour 
test with 5 psi maximum drop during the duration of test

• Disinfection of watermains – AWWA C651

• 24-hour and 16-hour testing options

• Sanitary Sewer:

• Air test method detailed table and formulas for 0.5 PSI drop 
over length of pipe segment (need to account for 
groundwater above pipe – 1 psi = 2.31 ft of H2O)
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CEAM Specifications – What’s Next?



• Future Items:

• Enhanced Trenchless 
Technologies?

• Geopolymer Lining for 
structures and pipe?

• Standard Details?
• Other items brought to the 

Committee? 

CEAM Specifications – 
What’s Next?



THANK YOU
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Paul Hornby, P.E.
PHornby@WSBeng.com



January 2026 CEAM Annual Conference
Bloomington, MN

MnDOT Standard Specifications and Special Provisions

Zach Ferrall | Provisions Engineer

mndot.gov/



Specifications: A Visual Aid

mndot.gov 10

(INCLUDED IN BOILERPLATE)



Presentation Topics

1. 2025 Standard Specifications

1. Change Summary

2. Division S Boilerplate Special Provisions

1. Update Schedule

2. LGU Provisions (State Aid, County, City, Etc.) 

3. Pay Item Distinction

4. Mobilization
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2025 Standard Specifications
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Standard Specifications for Construction – MnDOT

• Changes are designated with vertical bars in the margins
• Linked pdf provides list of pages with changes

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/spec/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/spec/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/spec/index.html


2025 Standard Specifications
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Presentation Topics

1. 2025 Standard Specifications

1. Change Summary

2. Division S Boilerplate Special Provisions

1. Update Schedule

2. LGU Provisions (State Aid, County, City, Etc.) 

3. Pay Item Distinction

4. Mobilization
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Division S Boilerplate Special Provisions
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Certification Checklist
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Division S Boilerplate Special Provisions
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Division S Boilerplate Special Provisions Training
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Specification Fundamentals Guide
provides details on what specifications are, why they are important, how the specifications 
relate to the construction plans, and the relationship between the standard specifications for 
construction, the special provisions and AASHTOWARE pay items

Proposal Package Fundamentals Guide
provides details on what a proposal package is, why it is important, who competes which task 
to generate the project-specific proposal package and how it relates to the construction 
contract

Division S Special Provisions Instruction Guide
provides instructions on how to prepare a project-specific Division S for MnDOT-let 
construction contracts and information on what happens to the project-specific Division S 
after the project is submitted but before the project is advertised for bidding
Special Provisions - MnDOT

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/prov/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/prov/index.html
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/pre-letting/prov/index.html


Presentation Topics

1. 2025 Standard Specifications

1. Change Summary

2. Division S Boilerplate Special Provisions

1. Update Schedule for Boilerplate Special Provisions

2. LGU Provisions (State Aid, County, City, Etc.) 

3. Pay Item Distinction

4. Mobilization
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LGU Provisions
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Non-boilerplate Division S Special Provisions
Local Government Unit Special Provisions

State Aid
Electronic Proposals

https://edocs-public.dot.state.mn.us/edocs_public/DMResultSet/download?docId=20857385
https://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/2025-proposals.html
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Pay Item Distinction
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• All .6XX pay items need a special provision

• .5XX pay items are in the Standard Specifications for Construction
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(2021) Mobilization
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• Current Special Provision modifying this 
section in the Standard Specifications for 
Construction for non-IDIQ projects

• Separate Special is in the Boilerplate 
Special Provisions for IDIQ projects



Questions
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Thank You!

Zach Ferrall Zachary.Ferrall@state.mn.us 612-910-9191
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mailto:Zachary.Ferrall@state.mn.us
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