
LEGISLATIVE PREVIEW
2026 CEAM Annual Meeting



Panelists

 Darrin Lee – Flaherty & Hood 
 CEAM Lobbyist
 Also represents Coalition of Greater MN Cities

 Anne Finn – League of MN Cities

 Mike Lund – Metro Cities 

 Margaret Donahoe – Minnesota Transportation Alliance



CEAM Legislative Priorities

 SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING AND CAPITAL 
INVESTMENT

 TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, DESIGN STANDARDS AND FLEXIBILTY
 RIGHT-OF-WAY MANAGEMENT AND PRIVATE UTILITIES
 FAIR AND EQUITABLE STATE AND COUNTY COST PARTICIPATION
 REGULATORY REFORM AND EFFICIENT PROJECT DELIVERY
 WATER, WASTEWATER, AND STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
 ASSET MANAGEMENT AND LIFECYCLE INVESTMENT
 CLIMATE POLICY, RESILIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION
 LOCAL AUTHORITY, FINANCIAL TOOLS, AND PUBLIC SAFETY
 FLOODWAYS AND BRIDGES



CEAM Focus Items

 Cost Participation
 Roadway Design Standards
 Bonding
 LRIP, Local Bridge Replacement, wetland mitigation programs, etc.

 Franchise Agreements with fiber Broadband providers
 Transportation Utility and Transportation Impact Fees
 Local Authority – Land use, right-of-way management, etc. 



LEAGUE OF MINNESOTA CITIES

 Passage of a robust bonding bill
 Local control over land use and zoning
 Preservation of the state/local fiscal relationship (LGA and other 

revenue streams along with protecting the ability of local decision-
makers to set levies)



Metro Cities

 Local decision making, including over local land uses, city budgets, and 
public rights of way.

 Investment in MSAS, small cities assistance, Local Road and Local 
Bridge programs, Corridors of Commerce, and Local Road Wetland 
Replacement Program.

 A comprehensive regional transit system supported by state and 
regional sources.

 Revisions in MnDOT’s cost participation policy to ease the burden on 
local governments for trunk highway projects.

 A capital appropriation to assist metropolitan area cities with inflow-
infiltration mitigation on public systems.



Minnesota Transportation Alliance

 Funding for Local Bridge Replacement Program and Local Road 
Improvement Program along with other modes in the capital bonding 
bill

 Reauthorization of the federal surface transportation act
 Fees for electric vehicles and future sustainability of the fuel tax
 Maintaining increases in ongoing revenue and current distribution 

formulas



Coalition of Greater MN Cities

 Local Government Aid (LGA) & Taxes
 Water & Wastewater Infrastructure
 Transportation
 Support an infusion of $400M in trunk highway bonds into the Corridors of 

Commerce program to address safety needs of highway travel in Greater MN
 Support funding for the Local Road Improvement Program & the Local Bridge 

Replacement Program
 Support policies to speed up the phase-in of ongoing funding for small city streets
 Restore funding to the HUTDF with the dedication of revenue from sales tax on auto 

parts



PANEL Q&A
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