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Purpose

The City Engineers Association of Minnesota (CEAM) represents city engineers and public works
professionals. Our members are responsible for planning, designing, constructing, operating, and
maintaining transportation, water, wastewater, stormwater and utility systems that support
economic vitality, public safety, and quality of life across the state. CEAM serves as a trusted
technical resource to legislators by providing real-world, practitioner-based insight into how
infrastructure policies work on the ground.

Core Principles
CEAM supports legislative policies that reflect a coordinated, credible and solutions-oriented
voice for Minnesota’s infrastructure needs, that:
A. Provide sustainable, predictable funding for local public infrastructure.
B. Local control and flexibility over infrastructure decisions, right-of-way management and
project prioritization.
C. Practical, implementable regulations that are funded without excessive complexity,
compressed timelines and unfunded mandates.

Legislative Priorities
A. SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT
Local infrastructure competes with many statewide priorities for limited bonding capacity,
leaving critical city projects unfunded or delayed. CEAM supports:
¢ Consistent, predictable capital bonding for local transportation, water, wastewater,
stormwater, and public facilities.
¢ Increased, ongoing funding for Municipal State Aid and city transportation systems.
e Continued and expanded funding for the Local Road Improvement Program, Local
Bridge Replacement Program, and Small and Large Cities accounts.
o Policies that prioritize preservation, rehabilitation, and safety over deferred
maintenance and emergency replacement.

B. TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS, DESIGN STANDARDS AND FLEXIBILTY
Cities manage the majority of Minnesota’s roadway miles yet remain behind other
agencies in funding growth. Outdated standards limit innovation and the ability to
implement project-specific solutions. CEAM supports:
e Policies that prioritize preservation, safety, and system reliability.
¢ Increased flexibility in design standards to reflect local context.
e Regular updates to State Aid Rules to incorporate modern geometric design, traffic
calming, and safety tools.
e Continued support for and timely updates through the State Aid Rules Committee
process.



C. RIGHT-OF-WAY MANAGEMENT AND PRIVATE UTILITIES
Public rights-of-way are a limited public asset facing increasing demand from utilities,
broadband and emerging technologies that require careful local management. CEAM
supports:
e Protection of local authority to manage public rights-of-way.
e Clear authority for cities to regulate the location, timing, and methods of private
utility and broadband installation.
o Preservation and clarification of city authority to franchise broadband and fiber
providers and collect franchise fees.

D. FAIR AND EQUITABLE STATE AND COUNTY COST PARTICIPATION
Cities continue to shoulder disproportionate costs on state and county projects, diverting
limited local and Municipal State Aid resources away from city-owned systems. CEAM
supports:

¢ Reducing local cost participation requirements on trunk highway and county road
projects.

e Recognition and credit for long-term city operation and maintenance of facilities
located within state and county rights-of-way, including trails, sidewalks, lighting,
landscaping, stormwater infrastructure.

e Standardization of cost participation policies statewide with meaningful city
involvement in the creation and updates of these policies.

e Legislative oversight of MnDOT’s cost participation policy updates to ensure
equitable application.

E. REGULATORY REFORM AND EFFICIENT PROJECT DELIVERY
Permitting delays, regulatory overlap, and complex grant processes significantly increase
costs and strain limited local staff resources. CEAM supports:
e Streamlined permitting and environmental review processes.
e Reasonable compliance timelines that reflect project delivery.
e Simplified and coordinated grant application and reporting requirements.
e Regulatory restraint when new requirements are proposed without funding.

F. WATER, WASTEWATER, AND STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
Cities face increasing costs from aging systems, emerging contaminants, and increasingly
complex regulatory requirements. CEAM supports:
¢ Increased funding for PFAS mitigation, lead service line replacement, and water
and wastewater treatment upgrades.
¢ Reasonable compliance timelines paired with implementation funding.
¢ Alignment of MS4 permit requirements with achievable engineering standards.
¢ Recognition of the financial and operational impacts of regulations on communities
of all sizes.

G. ASSET MANAGEMENT AND LIFECYCLE INVESTMENT
Asset management is most effective when paired with funding and flexibility to act on
identified needs. CEAM supports:
e Funding programs that prioritize rehabilitation, reconstruction, and preventive
maintenance.
¢ Incentives for data-driven decision-making and lifecycle cost analysis.
e Recognition of asset management plans as tools, not unfunded mandates.



H. CLIMATE POLICY, RESILIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION
Climate and environmental policies must reflect engineering realities and local
implementation constraints. CEAM supports:

Flexibility in meeting greenhouse gas reduction and resilience goals.
Consideration of lifecycle replacement costs, constructability, and long-term
operation and maintenance impacts.

Avoidance of design mandates that increase costs without proportional benefits.

I. LOCAL AUTHORITY, FINANCIAL TOOLS, AND PUBLIC SAFETY
Cities need local authority and flexible tools to responsibly manage infrastructure systems.
CEAM supports:

Opposition to unfunded or underfunded mandates.

Preservation of local discretion in infrastructure planning, design, and prioritization.
Sales tax exemptions that reduce city project costs.

Lowering or reforming the 20% minimum assessment requirement under Minn.
Stat. § 429.

Authorization and support for street utility fees.

Updates to state statutes regulating electric-assisted bicycles (e-bikes) to improve
safety based on bicycle capability, including training, helmet requirements for
youth, and enforceable standards.

J. FLOODWAYS AND BRIDGES
Current floodway interpretations are creating unnecessary cost and delay. CEAM
supports:

Clarification of MnDNR policies distinguishing bridges spanning entire floodways
from box culverts.
Risk-based, engineering-driven approaches to floodplain management.



