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Why require water supply plans?

• Future development plans rely on 
water availability

• Flag potential issues to prevent 
conflict

• Prepare for emergencies

• Evaluate costs and benefits of 
different options
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Statutory requirements: 103G.291

• Projected demand

• Water system adequacy

• Planned system improvements

• Existing and future sources

• Natural resource impacts or 
limitations

• Emergency preparedness

• Water conservation

• Supply and demand reduction 
measures

• Allocation priorities consistent with 
103G.261
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Timeline

February 2026

Website update
Plan materials 
available
Initial 
notification sent 
to suppliers

Winter/Spring 2026

DNR posts 
guidance
Planning packets 
begin going out 
in order of due 
dates

Summer 2026

Workshops and 
additional 
guidance

Winter ‘26/’27-Spring 2028

Metro plans due 
with staggered 
deadlines 
between January 
2027 and March 
2028.

2027-2029

Ongoing 
amendments 
and updates of 
approved plans
Greater MN 
supplier plans 
due starting in 
2028
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https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/appropriations/eandc_plan.html


What’s different? 

• Online form and Excel workbook

• Less redundant information 
collection

• DNR will provide a "planning packet"

• Due dates over a longer time for the 
entire state, starting with the Metro 
and any suppliers requesting 
amendments

• Encourage regional collaboration
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Where we started
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Qualtrics survey platform

• Clear 
navigation

• Survey logic

• Queryable, 
consistent 
format

• Version 
control
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Water supply planning and permitting

You and your team celebrating that 
you’ve already done a lot of the 
work to show the DNR that you 
need an appropriations permit 
amendment!
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Can I get started now?

• Ensure correct contact in MPARS and ESP Water

• Work with utility billing to get data by customer category

• Review previous plan and evaluate success of actions you took

• Review existing regulatory controls

• Gather monitoring and maintenance data

• Start discussions with other departments and neighboring communities, as 
well as city councils or other governing bodies
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Additional considerations for 
communities in the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area

January 2026 Lanya Ross, Environmental Analyst
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Twin Cities metropolitan area

Communities in 
seven counties:

• Anoka

• Dakota

• Carver

• Hennepin

• Ramsey

• Scott

• Washington
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Connection to comprehensive plan

Minnesota statutes, sections 103G.291 and 473.859
The comprehensive plan is a community’s vision of how it wants to grow and change 
through 2050 — how it will develop its land, redevelop older areas, ensure adequate 
housing, provide roads and sewers, protect natural areas, and meet other community 
objectives.

The water supply plan described in 103G.291 is a required component of the 
comprehensive plan. 
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Key milestones

September 2025  System statements sent to communities in the Twin Cities metro
    region; technical assistance resources like Local Planning
    Handbook updated (ongoing)

Fall 2026   Met Council hosting a planning conference to support local
    planning updates; additional and ongoing PlanIt programming

Spring 2028   If not already done, comprehensive plan updates should be
    shared with adjacent and affected jurisdictions (including DNR)
    for 6-month review

December 31, 2028 Comprehensive plan updates, including DNR-approved water
    supply plan, due to the Met Council
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Process for Water Supply and Comprehensive Plan Updates
How the Water Supply Plan and Comprehensive Plan Update move from draft to adoption

MC: Completeness check (15 business 
days) and policy review (up to 120 days) - 

Are minimum requirements for water 
supply met?

Water supply 
information 
is contained 

in
two parts.  

LGU updates water 
chapter in Comp Plan

LGU holds a public hearing to 
consider submitting the complete 

Comp Plan Update to MC. 

Important requirement:, MC can 
not authorize a Comp Plan Update 

without DNR approval of the 
Water Supply Plan.

Note: May or may not need to hold 
a second hearing if changes are 
needed after MC review. LGU 

makes this determination based 
on local ordinance and degree of 

change.

LGU submits Water Supply Plan to DNR.

DNR provides draft submission to LGU to 
share with MC and adjacent and affected 

jurisdictions

MC conducts preliminary review.

LGU submits Comp 
Plan Update to MC
(due 12/31/2028).

Does Water Supply Plan meet 
minimum requirements for water 

supply?

Do Comp Plan Update elements 
outside the Water Supply Plan meet 

minimum requirements for water 
supply?

MC Authorizes Comp 
Plan Update;  LGU and 

DNR notified.

LGU holds public hearing 
to adopt Comp Plan and 

adopts plan. 

LGU sends evidence of 
adoption of Comp Plan 

Update to MC

LGU sends evidence of 
adopted official controls to MC

Examples of official controls: 
ordinances, CIPs

LGU modifies & resubmits plan to MC (MC 
lead; DNR consulted as needed). May or 

may not need another public hearing. 

Any revisions to Water Supply Plan are 
shared with DNR for review and approval.

Yes

DNR (within 6 months): Review 
and approval - Is Water Supply 

Plan approved?
No Yes

DNR sends notice of 
approval to  LGU, MC.

Note: Approved Water 
Supply Plan is 

included as part of 
Comp Plan Update.

LGU updates
Water Supply Plan

At least 6 months prior to the Comp Plan 
Update deadline (12/31/28), LGU submits 
Comp Plan Update to adjacent & affected 

jurisdictions.

If requested, MC conducts preliminary review.

Tip: Early coordination with DNR, MC and other 
jurisdictions can reduce the number of revision 
cycles.

LEGEND

LGU Local Governmental Unit DNR Department Natural Resources MC Met Council

START
HERE

No

Tip: Process for 
revision depends on 
local ordinance and 
degree of change 
needed. Revisions 
typically require 
additional staff or 
consultant time.

Yes
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Differences and improvements compared to 
last round of planning

• Improved coordination and timing for Met Council-DNR plan review

• Revised regional policy - stronger connection between source water protection and 
land use, more acknowledgement of privately-owned wells

• Clearer, more predictable review expectations from the Met Council – minimum 
requirements, guidance on Local Planning Handbook

• New reporting formats (form and workbook) improve data quality and review 
efficiency

• Support for multiple water demand scenarios, documenting inter-community 
connections
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Local Planning Handbook:
https://handbook.metrocouncil.org/
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Customized guidance
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Customized maps and other resources
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Local forecasts to 2050:
https://metrocouncil.org/Data-and-Maps/Research-and-Data/Thrive-2040-Forecasts/Local-
Forecasts-to-2050-(1).aspx
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Supporting collaboration
Across departments and with 
neighboring communities
Water supply
Surface water management
Wastewater
Land use
Transportation
Parks
Housing
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More resources coming soon

Tools and resources launching in 2026
Water Supply Planning Guide: Directions, tools, and local examples to help you meet all required 
water supply elements in your local plan

Natural Systems Planning Tools: Available now as a Beta tool. Interactive map and story map 
resources linking data to planning requirements.

Local Housing Data Tool: (Early 2026) Interactive housing data visualization tool to explore existing 
conditions.

Housing Policy Implementation Toolkit: (Summer 2026) with strategies, examples, and funding 
options.

Climate Action Toolkit: Available now as a Beta tool. Technical resource with climate actions across 
mitigation/adaptation sectors, including impacts, examples, environmental justice considerations, and 
ease of implementation.

What other information, tools, trainings would be helpful for us to add?



Lanya Ross

Environmental Analyst, Water
Resources - Policy and Planning

Lanya.Ross@metc.state.mn.us

Claudia Hochstein

Water Conservation Consultant
Water Regulations Unit

claudia.hochstein@state.mn.us
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