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DEED Business Development Team 

Our mission 

Retain and expand existing businesses and attract 
investment to the state to drive economic growth 

and quality jobs to Minnesota.

Star of the North | mn.gov/deed
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We have a team of 7 business development managers 
that represent 6 distinct regions of the state

Chet Bodin
+1 (218) 232-0022
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Colleen Eddy
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8674
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David Heyer
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0943

Catalina 
Valencia 
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Director
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AFCOM

 Local chapters nationwide, Annual Data 
Center World Conference

 Webinars,  White Papers, e-Newsletter, 
quarterly Journal

AFCOM (Association for Computer Operations Management) is a professional association that’s dedicated to advancing the careers of 
data center and IT infrastructure professionals. 
The Greater Minnesota chapter consists of industry leaders that call the land of 10,000 lakes home. This chapter, founded in 2007, 
consists of leaders from all aspects of the data center industry and boasts the highest percentage of data center end users. Our chapter 
members learn from each other and support members throughout the chapter so each of our data centers improve in every aspect.
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Current MN Data Centers 

• MN has a total of 40 CERTIFIED Data Centers; meaning these are 
the ones that received the Data Center Sales Tax Exemption
⁻ HQ
⁻ Co-Locations

• Due to AI and the changing landscapes of data centers in 2023/2024 
MN drew interest from Hyper-Scaler and Large Energy Users
⁻  Need for updated legislations
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Qualifying Data Center Tax Exemption 

New Data Centers

New data centers qualify for the exemption if they meet 
all the following:
•At least 25,000 square feet
•Invested at least $30 million within 48 months

Attain the three following building characteristics:
• Uninterruptible power supplies, generator 

backup power, or both
• Sophisticated fire suppression and prevention 

systems
• Enhanced security
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Qualifying Data Center Tax Exemption 

Refurbished Data Centers

Refurbished data centers qualify for the exemption if 
they meet all the following:

•Rebuilt or modified at least 25,000 square feet and
•Invested at least $50 million within 24 months
•Attain the three following building characteristics:

• Uninterruptible power supplies, generator 
backup power, or both

• Sophisticated fire suppression and prevention 
systems

• Enhanced security



MN.GOV/DEED/DOBUSINESS

Qualifying Data Center Tax Exemption 

Large-Scale Data Centers

Large-scale data centers qualify for the exemption if 
they meet all the following:

• At least 25,000 square feet

• One or more buildings connected to each other by 
fiber and associated equipment

• Invested at least $250,000,000 by the facility and 
its tenants within 60 months beginning after June 
30, 2025



MN.GOV/DEED/DOBUSINESS

MBFS Legislation

Minnesota Business First Stop was codified into statute in 2012
• SF1567, Article 1, Section 8. 116J.035
• Signed into law on 4/2/2012 and effective 7/1/2012. 

(a) The commissioner of employment and economic development shall, through the multiagency collaboration 
called "Minnesota Business First Stop," ensure the coordination, development, implementation, and 
administration of state permits…

9

Includes representation from nine state agencies:

•  The Department of Agriculture
• The Department of Commerce, Division of 

Energy Resources
• The Department of Iron Range Resources and 

Rehabilitation

• The Department of Labor and Industry
• The Department of Natural Resources
• The Department of Revenue
• The Department of Transportation
• The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
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MBFS Data Center Coordination Team

Objectives
Provide Regulatory Clarity
Offer developers a single pre-application checklist and 
point of contact on a per project basis

Developer Education
Inform developers on environmental review processes, 
resource management opportunities, and permitting 
requirements to assist with site evaluation

Coordinated Agency Guidance
Outline Environmental Review and permitting timelines 
across agencies and in consideration of developer goals

Support Compliance
Enhance communication regarding prevailing wage, tax 
credit certification, and regulatory obligations.

Agencies
• Department of Employment and Economic 

Development (DEED)

• Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

• Environmental Quality Board (EQB)

• Department of Commerce

• Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)

• Department of Labor and Industry (DLI)

Advisory Members: Local planning staff, Met Council, 
Public Utilities Commission, Department of Health, Board 
of Water and Soil Resources, Department of Revenue
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Thank you 

Colleen Eddy

Metro Business Development Manager

651-259-7459

Colleen.Eddy@State.MN.US 
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