
CEAM Candidates 2026 
 

 

President 

 
Matt Leonard 
 

Matt has served the City of Monticello as Public Works Director and City Engineer 

since 2018. Prior to joining Monticello, he was the Public Works Director in 

Wenatchee, Washington, and also worked in the private sector as a civil engineer 

supporting multiple communities. Matt holds a degree in Civil Engineering from the 

University of North Dakota and an MBA from Western Governors University. 

 

Matt currently serves as Vice President on the CEAM Executive Committee, is a 

member of the Minnesota Chapter of the American Public Works Association, and 

represents cities on the Local Road Research Board. 

 

Matt and his wife, Lacey, are raising their three children—Payton, Jonah, and 

Reagan—in the community they are proud to call home. As a family, they enjoy 

youth sports, spending time outdoors, hunting and fishing. 

 

Vice President 

 
Chris LaBounty 
 

Chris has been serving as the Public Works/Engineering Director for the City of 

Maple Grove over the last two years. His previous work experience includes 

supporting cities of all sizes through both public and private experience, most 

recently serving as the Deputy Public Works Director/City Engineer for the City of 

Plymouth for over four years. Chris graduated from Marquette University in 2008 

with a bachelor's degree in Civil Engineering. He is an active member of APWA-

MN, has served on numerous LRRB technical advisory panels, a member of the I-

94 West Corridor Coalition, and previously served as the CEAM liaison to the 

Towards Zero Death 2.0 plan. 

 

Chris returned to Minnesota following time working in the southeast and east coast 

and now lives in Plymouth with his wife and two boys. In his spare time, he enjoys 

helping his kids explore new sports and activities, helping his family and friends with 

landscaping projects, and hiking and canoeing trips across the state.  

  



Secretary/Treasurer 

 
Nick Preisler 
 

Nick has served as the City Engineer for the City of St. Michael since 2022. Prior 

to joining the City, he spent nine years in the private sector working on municipal 

infrastructure projects with a local consulting firm. He earned a bachelor’s degree 

in Civil Engineering from the University of Minnesota in 2013 and has been 

licensed as a Professional Engineer in the State of Minnesota since 2017.  

 

Nick enjoys giving back to the civil engineering profession and is actively involved 

in CEAM, where he serves on the Conference Planning Committee. He also 

participates in APWA, having served on the Asset Management Committee from 

2022 to 2025. He has contributed as a Technical Advisory Panel member for the 

Local Road Research Board and currently serves on both the MnDOT Municipal 

Screening Board and the MnDOT State Aid Rules Advisory Committee.  

 

Nick lives in Dayton with his wife, Amanda, and their two young children. Outside 

of work, he stays busy playing with his kids and shuttling them around to their 

various sports, but also enjoys golfing, attending Gopher sporting events, and 

hiking State and National Parks.  

 

Brian Yavarow 
 

Brian has worked for the City of Alexandria as the Public Works Director/ City 

Engineer for the past year. Prior to working at City of Alexandria, he served as the 

Assistant and City Engineer for another MN community for the past 11 years and a 

consultant prior to that. He is a North Dakota State University graduate. 

 

Brian and his wife and kids are actively involved in multiple sports. In our spare 

time, we enjoy relaxing on the lake, all outdoor activities including hunting and 

fishing and home improvement projects. 

 

  



Associate Member – Public Sector 

 
Adam Gadbois 
 

Adam has been serving as the Assistant City Engineer for the City of Eden Prairie 

over the last two years. In his previous role, he supported cities throughout the 

metro as a consulting city engineer and project manager. Adam graduated from 

the University of Wisconsin – Madison in 2012 with a bachelor’s degree in civil 

engineering (during which time Paul Bunyan’s Axe remained with the school).  

 

Adam is an active member of APWA-MN, currently serving on the Environment 

and Sustainability committee and helping to plan the annual prairie seed grass 

collection event (he’s a big fan of prairies apparently). He has also become more 

involved in CEAM over the last several years, serving on the Traffic Safety 

Committee and now a candidate for Associate Member – Public Sector. He enjoys 

the technical components of being a municipal engineer, but his passion lies in the 

community of this type of career – engaging with his colleagues in professional 

organizations and producing projects that improve the quality of life for others.  

 

Adam lives in Plymouth with his wife Nicole, their three children Auden (6), Cohen 

(2) and Grady (0.5), and their red lab Riley (10). During the non-napping hours of 

the day, he and his family enjoy the outdoors in the form of playgrounds, nature 

hikes, and riding anything with wheels (they go through a lot of Band-Aids).  

 

Jennifer Schumann 

 

Jen has worked for the City of Wayzata since 2018, initially as a Project Engineer 

and as the Assistant City Engineer since 2023. Prior to working for the City of 

Wayzata Jen worked for a local consulting firm, primarily on municipal projects for 

local cities. She holds a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in Civil 

Engineering from the University of Minnesota and is a licensed Professional 

Engineer in the State of Minnesota. Jen is a member of the Minnesota Chapter of 

the American Public Works Association. 

 

Jen lives in Golden Valley with her husband Clint. In her free time, Jen enjoys 

gardening, building things, and exploring the great outdoors with her husband and 

their dog Mable. 

 


